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REMARKS,    &c. 


MR.  R.umfey,  before  his  late  departure  for  Eng- 
land, by  an  advertifement,  begged  the  can- 
did public  to  fufpend  their  opinion,  refpeCling  the 
controverfy  between  him  and  Mr.  Fitch,  until  time 
Ihould  be  afforded  to  ftate  his  claim,  and  anfwer  luch 
objections  as  fliould  occur,  from  a  pamphlet  which  Mr. 
Fitch  then  had  in  the  prefs,  but  had  not  appeared  before 
lie  left  this  city. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Fitch  has  been  bufdy  employed  in 
traducing  Mr.  Rumfey's  charader,  and  endeavouring  to 
eflabhlh,  in  the  public  mind,  an  opinion,  that  Mr.  Fitch 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  actually  attempted  to  apply  the 
force  of  fteam  to  the  purpofes  of  navigation.  If  this  af- 
fumption  was  admitted,  which  however  will  be  fully 
difproved,  nothing  would  thence  follow  prejudicial  to  Mr. 
Rumfey's  claims  ;  for  it  will  appear  from  a  cloud  of  tef- 
timony,  that  although  both  of  them  entertained  the  idea 
of  applying  the  force  of  fteam  to  the  purpofes  of  naviga- 
tion, their  modes  of  eifefting  it  were  as  different  from 
each  other  as  pofTible.  Mr.  Fitch  propofed  to  apply 
the  adion  of  fteam  by  a  number  of  cranks  to  oars  or  pad- 
dles ;  Mr.  Rumfey  thought  of  the  force  of  re-a6tion  on 
the  foi-e  part  of  the  boat  by  a  column  of  water  torced 
through  a  trunk  in  the  body  of  it.  That  Mr.  Fitch  ori- 
ginally entertained  no  other  idea,  than  applying  the 
force  of  fteam  to  the  working  of  paddles,  will  abundant- 
ly appear  from  his  repeated  models  and  experiments  ; 
from  the  plan  publifhed  in  the  magazine,  taken  from  a 
draught  fent  to  the  proprietors  of  that  publication  by  Mr. 
Voight ;  and  from  his  public  declarations,  that  Mr.  Rum- 
fey's fcheme  could  notbe  made  effeaual.  That  Mr.  Rumfey 
had  a  different  mode  of  applying  the  force  of  iteam  to  navi- 
gation, is  fufficiently  apparent,  not  only  from  his  publica- 
tions on  the  fubjec%  but  from  his  apparatus  now  in  this 
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city,  which  was  fitted  between  two  and  three  years  ago, 
and  was  laft  year  a6lually  apphed  to  the  purpofe  on  the 
river  Pctowmac,  and  produced  the  defired  effect,  by  pro- 
pelhng  a  boat,  with  a  burthen  of  three  tons  on  board, 
at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  againfl  the  llream  of 
that  river. 

In  order  to  deftroy  Mr.  Rumfey's  charafter  and  views, 
which  Mr.  Fitch  has  thought  dangerous  to  his  interefts 
(ahho'  fortified  by  an  extraordinary  ad  of  afTembly) 
he  has  pubhlhed  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  variety  of 
depofitions  and  certificates,  tending  to  fliew  that  Mr. 
Rumfey  has  anticipated  a  whole  year,  and  by  an  at- 
tempt at  witticifm,  has  acknowledged  his  powers  of 
condenfation  in  this  refpect.  That  Mr.  Rumfey's 
narration  of  facls  is  true,  will  be  proved  (if  fur- 
ther proof  was  neceilary)  by  the  feveral  certificates 
and  depofitions  hereto  annexed,  to  which  the  reader 
is  referred  ;  but  this  is  not  the  immediate  objecl  of 
the  prefent  publication  :  Mr.  Rumfey  had  in  the  year 
1785,  prepared  a  fleam-engine  upon  the  plan  ufed  and 
im.proved  in  Europe,  to  propel  his  boat,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  froit  from  exhibiting  it  that  fall  ;  being 
thus  prevented,  he  employed  himfelf  during  the  enfuing 
Avinier,  in  projecring  more  eafy  methods  of  produc- 
ing the  like  effecrs  ;  and  by  experiment,  he  difcovered 
a  mode  of  generating  fleam  fo  effetflual,  as  to  promife 
very  great  advantages  to  the  inventor.  To  bring 
this  invention  to  a£l  on  his  former  machinery,  required 
fome  time,  v/hich  was  employed  in  perfecting  it  ;  feve- 
ral experiments  were  accordingly  made,  and  in  the  end 
Mr,  Rumfey 's  principles  were  proved  to  be  good.  Dur- 
ing this  time  Mr.  Arthur  Donaldfon,  a  very  ingenious 
mechanic  (v/hether  from  the  ftrength  of  his  own  genius, 
or  from  hearing  fomerhing  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  fcheme,  is 
not  material  in  this  difpute  with  Mr.  Fitch  to  afcertain) 
took  up  the  idea,  and  made  feveral  experiments,  which 
fully  proved,  that  the  re-aftion  of  a  column  of  water, 
forced  with  rapidity  from  the  flern  of  a  boat,  would 
propel  her  forward  fo  as  to  anfv/er  the  end  required  for 
navigation.  Mr.  Donaldfon  communicated  his  ideas 
and  experiments  to  many  gentlem.en  in  Philadelphia, 
who  were  fatisfied  of  his  principles,  but  they  doubted 
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whether  the  fize  of  a  boiler,  and  the  quantity  of  fewel 
neceifar}^  to  keep  it  heated,  would  not  occupy  fo  large  a 
part  of  a  boat,  as  to  render  her  freight  of  no  value  : 
to  reduce  this  to  a  certainty,  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  Steam-engines  in  Europe,  were  confulted,  and 
their  opinions  confirmed  the  doubts  entertained,  fo 
that  Mr.  Donaldfon  gave  up  the  idea  of  profeciit- 
ing  his  fcheme.  While  Mr.  Donaldfon  was  employ- 
ed in  experiments,  Mr.  Fitch  had  applied  to  the  af- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  for  the  exclufive.  privilege  of 
navigating  by  the  force  of  fteam,  and  was  oppofed  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Donaldfon, 
when  Mr.  Fitch  claim.ed  all  pofTible  modes,  whether 
invented  or  to  hs  invented  hy  kimfelfy  or  others ^  of  u{ing 
fteam  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  as  Mr.  Donaldfon,  before 
a  report  v.^as  made  by  the  committee  to  the  houfe,  was 
convinced  by  his  friends  that  no  boiler  then  known,  would 
generate  fleam  in  a  fufficient  quantity,  and  at  a  cheap 
rate,  to  anfwer  the  end,  he  declined  his  oppofition,  and  a 
grant  was  made  to  Mr.  Fitch,  of  the  exclufive  ufe  of  lleam 
for  navigation,  in  very  large  and  comprehenfive  words. 
Since  this  grant  Mr.  Fitch,  and  a  large  company,  who 
affbciated  with  him,  have  made  many  experiments  to 
reduce  their  boat  to  pra6i:ice  ;  all  of  v/hich  were  to  apply 
the  force  of  fteam  (generated  m  a  large  boiler,  agree- 
ably to  the  old  practice,  long  ufed  in  Europe)  to  the  work- 
ing a  number  of  paddles,  on  the  fides  of  the  boat,  the 
abortive  events  of  which  have  been  too  public  to  need 
repetition. 

But  about  the  month  of  January  laft,  Mr.  William 
Afkew,  of  Berkeley  county,  who  had  been  long  acquaint- 
ed with  Mr.  Rumfey,  and  had  feen  his  apparatus,  came 
to  this  city,  and  ftimulated  by  curiofity,  went  to  fee  Mr. 
Fitch's  preparations,  and  there  fell  into  converfation 
with  Mr,  Voight,  Mr.  Fitch's  partner,  and  operator, 
raid  communicated  to  him  fuch  an  idea  of  Mr.  Rumfey':i 
new  invented  boiler,  as  enabled  him  to  form  a  plan  of 
one  upon  the  fame  principles.  In  the  month  of  April 
laft,  Mr.  Rumfey  came  to  this  city,  and  exhibited  with 
little  or  no  caution,  a  draft  of  his  boiler,  to  a  number 
of  perfons,  and  after  fome  time  laid  it  before  the  philo- 
fophical  fociety,  and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find 
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that  Mr.  Voiglu  produced  a  draft  of  a  boiler,  upon  the 
fame  principles,  though  a  little  diifering  in  its  form,  be- 
fore the  fociety,  the  fame  evening.  The  feveral  contri- 
vances by  which  this  cotemporaneous  production  of  Mr. 
Rumfey's  original  invention,  and  a  furreptitious  copy 
from  it  was  effed:ed,  are  well  known,  and  will  be  prov- 
ed upon  a  proper  occafion  ;  it  is  fuificient  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  inform  the  pubhc,  that  Mr.  Rumfey^s  original  boil- 
er is  now  in  this  city,  and  may  hereafter  be  exhibited  to 
them ;  that  a  new  one  with  great  improvements  is  making, 
with  all  poifible  difpatch  ;  that  its  efficacy  in  producing 
ileam  with  valily  lefs  expence,  and  yet  in  greater  quanti- 
ties than  any  mode  yet  pradifed  in  Europe,  will  be  proved ; 
ihatMr.  Rumfey  is  gone  to  England,  to  prevent  a  furrep- 
titious copy  of  his  tirii  invention  (which  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  was  fent  thither  with  great  fecrecy)  from  being 
there  palmed  on  the  public  as  an  original,  and  to  claim  to 
himfelf  the  rights  of  an  inventor. 

About  three  weeks  ago  I  came  to  this  city,  and 
brought  with  me  moft  of  the  following  depofitions  and 
certificates,  the  publication  of  which  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  eftablilh  all  the  fads  aflerted  by  Mr.  Rumfey  in 
his  pamphlet.  The  circumllance  of  my  fuperintending 
the  different  mechanics  who  worked  for  Mr.  Rumfey, 
gave  me  the  advantage  of  being  competent  to  the  expla- 
nation of  the  fubject,  and  I  can  aflure  the  public  that 
Mr.  Fitch  has  not  got  a  fmgle  affidavit  or  certificate 
from  Frederick  Town  or  Baltimore,  that  has  any  relati- 
on thereto,  except  Mr.  Chrillopher  Raborg^s  the  copper- 
fmith,  No.  21  in  his  pamphlet. 

The  certificates  and  affidavits  Mr.  Fitch  obtained  in 
Frederick  Town,  Nos.  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19  and  20, 
allude  to  an  eight  foot  tube,  which  Mr.  Rumfey  had  made 
in  the  year  1786,  for  a  fecond  machine,  an  improvement 
on  the  one  prepared  in  the  fall — and  do  not  at  all  relate 
to  the  firfl  machine  fitted  on  the  boat  in  the  fall ;  which 
was  adually  ready  for  experim.ent,  and  prevented  by  the 
ice  in  December  1785.  And  from  thofe  certificates 
and  affidavits  Mr.  Fitch  endeavours  to  prove,  that  as 
this  work  was  done  for  Mr.  Rumfey  in  the  year 
1785,  therefore  it  follows,  that  no  other  work  could 
have  been  done  for  hhn,  by  any  mechanic  whatever,  be- 
jore  that  period  ;    according    to   this  kind   of  logic,  it 
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ioiild  be  proved,  that  Mr.  Fitch  never  can  poflTibly  in- 
vent a  Steam-boat,  to  anfwer  any  ui'eful  purpofe  :  for  in- 
llance,  becaufe  after  fundry  fruitiefs  experiments,  with  hi$ 
Crank-Boat  machinery,  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  ac- 
comphih  this  bufmefs ;  therefore  it  follows,  from  the  na- 
ture of  things,  that  he  never  can  invent  a  Steam-boat, 
prohatiim  eft, 

I  have  introduced  in  the  following  pages,  certificates 
and  depofitions,  which  I  truft  will  be  fatisfadory  to  the 
public.  No.  1,  3,  5  and  7,  prove  the  priority  of  Mr. 
Rumfey  to  the  pipe  boiler. 

The  filver-fmith  or  watch-maker  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Ailvcw's  depoiition  No.  3,  is  Mr.  Henry  Voight,  a  part, 
ner  in  Mr.  Fitch's  intended  fteam-boat,  whofe  name  Mr. 
Aikew  (being  a  ftranger)  did  not  recoiled  at  the  time 
his  depoiition  was  taken,  but  whofe  refidence  and  occu- 
pation are  therein  fufficiently  defcribed  ;  from  w  hich  it 
appears  ivhat  were  Mr.  Voight'sfentimentsof  Mr.  Rum- 
fey *s  boiler  for  generating  fieam  at  that  time ;  his  doubts 
concerning  its  efficacy  might  either  arife  from  the  novelty 
of  the  idea,  a  want  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  princi- 
ples, or  from  a  defire  to  draw  from  Mr.  Afkew  a  more 
full  explanation  thereof ;  otherwife  he  would  not  have 
waited  from  that  time  until  feveral  weeks  after  Mr.  Rum- 
fey  came  to  this  city,  and  had  more  fully  explained  the 
principles  of  his  boiler  to  many  characters  here,  previous 
to  his  fending  a  plan  thereof  to  the  philofophical  fociety, 
and  (as  it  is  laid)  to  Europe,  and  that  nearly  in  the  fame 
form  and  exadly  on  the  principles  of  the  boiler  made  by  Mr. 
Rumfey  fome  years  ago,  and  this  before  he  had  himfelf 
made  fuch  a  boiler  with  the  necelFary  apparatus,  or  tried 
any  experiment  of  its  efficacy. 

Certificate  No.  2,  and  the  depofitions  4  and  6,  are 
pointed  to  the  proof  of  the  time  when  the  cocks  were 
actually  made — No.  8  is  an  additional  proof  of  the  time  that 
the  Steam-boat  with  her  machinery,  was  brought  down 
to  the  Shanandoah  falls  in  the  month  of  December  1785. 
No.  9,  15  and  16,  prove  that  Mr.  Rumfey's  ideas  and 
experiments  of  a  Steam-boat  were  prior  to  any  theretofore 
fuggeited  by  Mr.  Fitch— No.  10,  is  Mrs.  Zimmers's  de- 
poiition, upon  whofe  certificate  of  the  particular  work- 
man who  turned  fome  of  the  works,  Mr.  Fitch  lays  fo 
much  ftrefs,  which  is  explicit  as  to  the  time  when  the  firft 
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machinery  was  made,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Rumfey's  a^er* 
tions. 

No.  II,  is  Mr.  Pi.aborg's  depofition,  who  has  been 
more  clear  and  explicit  on  this  fubjed  than  even  Mr. 
Fitch  would  have  wiihed  ;  as  in  Mr.  Fitch's  pamphlet 
No.  21,  Mr.  Ptaborghas  given  hisbelief  of  the  time,  which 
in  this  depofition  is  fully  confirmed  by  circumflancesfinca. 
difcovered  by  him. 

No.  12  and  17,  are  alfo  important,  thefirii  being  Mr. 
Weir's  depofition,  proves  that  he  was  miftaken  in  the 
time  he  mentions  (as.  to  the  making  of  the  four  brafs 
cocks)  in  the  certificate  given  to  Mr.  Fitch,  and  publiih- 
ed  in  his  pamphlet  No.  22. 

I  confider  myfelf  happy  that  Mr.  Fitch,  by  a  ferious 
acknowledgment,  has  acceded  to  the  merit  of  Mr.  Weir, 
whofe  character  as  a  man  of  honour  and  integrity,  I  am 
fuUy  convinced  of,  and  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  cer- 
tificate he  gave  Mr.  Fitch,  No.  22,  introduced  in  page  28 
of  Mr.  Fitch's  Pamphlet,  was  from  the  beft  recoUedion 
he  then  had  on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  this  was  from  me- 
mory only,  but  upon  his  difcovering  a  receipt,  he  can- 
didly and  ingenuoufly  firft  informed  Mr.  Fitch  of  the 
miftake,  and  afterwards  gave  an  explicit  depofition, 
which  we  prefume  will  fatisfy  the  public.  The  certifi- 
cate No.  17,  will  explain  how  unhappy  Mr.  Fitch  has 
been,  in  his  mode  of  attempting  to  invalidate  Mr.  Rum- 
fey's  flatement  of  fadts,  as  it  retorts  the  charge  of  encou- 
raging perjury,  upon  Mr.  Fitch,  with  the  additional  tur- 
pitude offoUciting  the  commijjlon  of  fo  heinous  a  crime  by  the 
offer  of  a  bribe.  How  far  this  condud;  will  comport  with 
the  introdudlory  declaration  of  Mr.  Fitch  in  his  pam- 
phlet,  where  he  fays  ^*  //  is  the  duty  of  every  man  not  only  to 
'^  avoid  the  commijfon  of  a  crime,  hut  fo  to  conduct  himfelf 
"  through  life,  as  to  bear  the  firi6lej}  fcrutiny''^  I  ihall  not 
at  prefent  comment  on. 

Certificates  No.  1 8  and  19,  corborate  the  above  fa£t,  and 
introduce  a  further  proof  of  Mr.  Fitch's  condu6l  in  pro- 
curing certificates,  by  an  adtual  commiffion  of  bribery  be- 
ing proved  againlt  him. 

No.  13,  proves  the  faiH:  which  Mr.  Weir's  depofition 
No.  12,  is  adduced  to  authenticate,  which  is  likewife 
ftronger  than  from  memory,  from  which  alone  he  gave 
Mr.  Fitch  the  certificate  No.  23,  in  his  pamphlet. 
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Having  now  made  a  fiiort  reference  to  the  depofitions 
and  certificates  annexed,  it  may  be  proper  to  reply  to 
Mr.  Fitch's  remarks  on  governor  Johnlbn's  friendfhin 
towards  him^  where  he  difingenuoufly  calls  in  queftion 
the  governor's  me',nory  or  candour,  though  he  feenis  wc- 
dejlly  to  acquit  the  latter.  Whether  Mr.  Fitch's  grati- 
tude appears  to  advantage  in  this  illiberal  attack  on  lb 
refpedtable  a  charader,  after  fuch  an  inflancc  of  patro- 
nage and  friendihip,  is  ealily  decided.  I  Ihall  take  the 
liberty  of  ftating,  that  altho'  previous  to  Mr.  Fitch's  ap- 
phcation  to  governor  Johnfon,  Mr.  Rumfey  had  in  con- 
fidence mentioned  to  him  his  idea  of  applying  fleam  to  the 
purpofes  of  navigation^  and  befpoke  lome  of  the  boat- 
machinery  at  his  iron-works,  yet  governor  Johnfon  not 
expecting  that  either  Mr.  Rumfey  or  Mr.  Fitch  had  an 
exclufive  right  in  the  power  of  iteam,  as  applied  to  navi- 
gation, or  any  other  purpofe ;  and  taking  ic  for  granted  that 
their  modes  of  apphcation  might  be  different,  held  him- 
felf  at  liberty  to  patronize  both  Mr.  Rumfey  and  Mr. 
Fitch,  not  knowing  which  might  produce  the  moll:  ap- 
proved plan,  and  fucceed  in  fo  defirable  an  object.  This 
line  of  condud  is  confiflent  with  the  practice  of  the  molt 
enlightened  characters  in  the  philofophical  v/orld. 

In  pages  14  and  15  of  Mr.  Fitch's  pamphlet,  he  fays  '^  I 
*'  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  the  alhilance  of  my  in- 
^^  genious  friend  Mr.  Henry  Voight  of  this  city  ;  who 
'•'  has  uniformly  from  my  firft  undertaking  to  build  a  boat, 
**  afforded  me  valuable  hints;  and  has  united  vvith  me  in 
^*  perfecling  my  plans  ;   to  his  inventive  genius  alone  I  am 

indebted  for  the  improvement  in  our  mode  of  creating 

fteam,  a  thought  which  ftruck  him  above  two  years  ago ; 

the  drawing  having  been  ihewn  to  feveral  perfons,  for 
^'  we  never  made  a  fecret  oi^^v^y  part  of  our  v/orks  ;  but  a 
^^  fear  of  departing  from  old  edabhlhed  plans,  made  me 
^^  fearful  of  adopting  it,  until  I  had  fotindby  his  invention  of 
*^  creathig  fteam,  that  a  condenjor  might  be  conilrufted  on 
^^  the  fame  principles,  (viz.  a  fpiral  pipe  or  worm)  only 
*^  by  reverfmo-  the  agent,  for  the  beil  way  cf  applying; 
«•  fire  to  evaporate  -Lvater  into  fleam,  mufiialfo  be  the  beii 
^'  way  of  applying  cold -.vater  to  condenfe  fteam,  that  i;. 
^^  the  bringing  the  greateil  quantity  of  ure  into  adior. 
"'*  UDon  the  gri-eated  furface  of  v,'ater— or  the  conu-ary. 
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^'  And  we  had  an  additional  inducement  to  ftudy  this  Tub- 
^'  je6t,  becaufe  the  common  way  of  fixing  boilers,  reqnir- 
^'  ed  fo  great  a  load  of  brick  work,  that  it  overloaded  our 
^'  boat ;  therefore  the  firll  thought  that  muft  occur  to 
*'  every  man  attempting  to  raife  iieam  on  board  a  boat, 
*^  mull  be  to  acquire  that  method  which  would  require 
'•  the  leail  weight." —  A  fev/  remarks  on  this  extra- 
ordinary paragraph  are  fubjoined  ;  firft,  as  it  appears 
from  his  own  v/ords  *^  vje  never  made  a  fecret  of  any 
part  of  our  -works. ^^  If  fuch  a  boiler  had  adually  be'en  in- 
vented, the  public  would  have  heard  of  it  long  before  Mr» 
Rumfey's  arrival  in  Philadelpliia  lafr  April  ;  a'_d  a  fear  of 
departing  from  old  ejlabltfjped  plans,  it  is  prefamed  would 
not  have  prevented  his  making  ufe  of  it  in  feme  of  his 
experiments,  had  he  underflood  the  principles,  becavfe 
the  common  zuay  of  fixing  boilers  required  fo  great  a  load  of 
brick  luorky  that  it  overloaded  our  boat,  more  efpecially, 
as  the  frft  thought  -which  niujt  occur  to  every  man  attempting 
to  raife Ji  earn  on  board  a  boat,  nmfl  be  to  acquire  that  7iiethod 
which  would  require  the  leafl  weight.  Haw  unhappy  is  it  for 
Mr.  Fitch  not  to  have  attended  to  the  firft  thought  which 
inuft  have  occurred  to  every  man  on  the  fubjed,  until  he 
actually  was  acquainted  with  the  experiments  made  by 
Mr.  Pcumfey  ;  however  we  confefs  this  is  not  much  to  be 
Wondered  at,  when  he  fays,  he  found,  that  from  what  her 
calls  Mr.  Voight's  invention  of  creating  iteam,  a  conden- 
ior  might  be  conftrudted  on  the  fame  principles,  viz.  a 
fpiral  pipe  or  worm,  only  by  reverfmg  the  agent,  which 
is  a  true  definition  of  every  worm  of  a  common  ftill,  and 
which  Mr.  Fitch  claims  as  an  original  invention,  though 
we  prefume  his  claim  of  this  invention  will  fcarcely  be 
acceded  to  by  thofe  who  have  ever  feen  a  diftillery,  and 
only  ihews  how  far  he  can  carry  his  bold  attempts  to 
<Ieprive  others  of  their  rights.  This  fame  wonderful 
fpiral  pipe  or  worm  Mr.  Fitch  has  made  ufe  of  to  prove^ 
that  the  thought  of  creating  fteam  by  reverfing  the 
Mgent,  muft  be  known  to  every  man  who  did  but  confi- 
der  the  fubjecl,  and  had  {q&\\  a  pipe  ufed  in  condenfa- 
tion  ;  if  fo,  the  common  worm  of  a  ftill  muft  have  fug- 
geftcd  the  idea  to  every  man  who  confidered  the  fub- 
jedl  from  the  earheft  period.  Thai  this  is  not  a  truth, 
facts  unqueftionably  declare  ► 
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It  inay  not  be   improper   to  remark  here,  tliat  wher^ 
Mr.    Rumley    applied    to    the   diHercnt  legidauires,    it 
was  in  order  to  obtain  an  exclufive  right  to  his  boat  ex- 
hibited at  Bath  in  17S4,  alchoiigh  previous  to  that  time 
he  had  aftaally  conceived  the   idea  of  applying  lieam   to 
the  pnrpofes  of  navigation,  Vjut  not  haviiig  fully  pcrfec>ed 
the  moil  advantageous  mode  of  application,  he  did  not  thinl: 
himfeif  authorifed  to  introduce  to  the  committees  of  the  a*- 
femblies  an  hnmatured^v\h]e.ct,  which  it  appears  Mr.  Fitch's 
ifiodc'JJy  permitted  him  to  do,  for  from  liis  own  pamphlet 
it  is  evident  he  has  not  yet  brought  his  plans  to  any  ma- 
turity.     This  will  recoiiciie  what  was  laid,  in   General 
Walhington's  letter  to  Govenor  Johnfon,  of  Mr.Rumfey's 
idea  of  fteam,  being  in  his  opinion  at  that  time  an  im- 
maturcd  idea.     As    to  Mr.  Rumfsy's  affertion  in  his  let- 
ter to  the  General    loth  March   1785,  as  mentioned  in 
Mr.   Fitch's  pamphlet  page  13,  '^  that  he  ivasnot  Ufsfan- 
giiine  in  his  boat  projefts  than  when  the  General  faw  him  at 
Richmond,  and  that  he  had  made  fuch  further  difcoveries 
as  would  render  them  more  extenfively  ufeful  than  was 
at  firft   expeded  ;'^    this  can  only  apply    to  the    machi- 
nery of  the  fleam  boat,  as  the  ufe  of  the  pole  boat  could 
not  be  extended  fo  far  as  Mr.  Fuimfey  in  that  letter  has 
fuggeded  his  improvements  w^ould  reach.     Sec   No.    19 
in'^Mr.  Pvumfey's  pamphlet,  in  which  are  thefe  words — 
•  After  mentioning  that  kind  of  machine  for  propelling 
boats  which  the  General  had  feen  a  model  of,    I  proceed 
to  fay' — '<  I  have  taken  the  greateft  pains  to  perfect  ano- 
ther kind  of  boat,   iipm  the  principles  I  mentioned  to  you  at 
Richmond  in  November  lafl,   and  hav€  the  pleafure  to  in- 
form  you   that   I  have  brought  it  to   great   perfc^^tion  ; 
it  is  true,    it  will  cofl:  fomething  more   than  the  other 
way,   but,    when  in  ufe,    will  be  more  manageable,  and 
can  be   worked  with  as   few  hands-    the  power  is  im- 
nienfe — and  I  have  quite  convinced  myfelf  that  boats  of 
pafTage  may  be   made  to  go  againfl  the  current  of  the 
Mlffijfppi  or  Ohio  rivers,   or  in  the  Gulf  Stream  (from  the 
Lee-.uard  to  the  IVindward-Iflands)  from  fixty  to  one  hun- 
dred miles  per  day.   I  know  this  will  appear  firange  and 
improbable  to  many  perfons,  yet  I  am  very  certain  it  may 
be  perfonne^,   beiides,   it  is  iimple   {when   underftcod) 
and  is  alfo  itriaiy  philofophical/' 
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What  can  wc  think  of  mr.  Fitch's  cjndour,  after  tliis 
ungenerous  violation  of  ic,by  ailedging  that  thefe  further 
difcoveries  ccukl  onl)^  aikide  to  the  pole  boat,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  letter  is  pubriilied  unmutilated  in  Mr.  Fitch's 
pamphlet,  and  Mr.  Fitch  rriuft  be  fenfible  that  Mr.  Rum- 
i'ey  therein  mentions  another  kind  of  boat  ;  and  that 
poles  could  not  be  ufed  in  the  Gi^lph  Stream  and  from  the 
Lteward  to  the  Windward  IfiarJs. 

Mr.  Fitch  goes  on  to  fay,  that  the  further  difcoverics 
•nentioned  in  General  WaOiington's  letter  to  ?/lr.  Run:- 
fey  will  not  apply  to  fleam,  becaufe  {leam  could  be  no  new 
difcovery  ;  from  this  mode  of  reafoning  it  will  appear, 
that  not  only  Mr.  Fitch  himfeif  has  m.ade  no  neiv  difco- 
veries,  nor  ever  had  a  new  idea  on  the  fubjed  of  fleam, 
(vv'hich  will  be  readily  granted  by  any  candid  man  who  is 
acquainted  with  him)  but  that  no  fuch  new  idea  or  difco- 
very has  ever  been  fuggefied  to  him  by  his  friends, 
becaufe  as  they  related  to  Iteam,  and  that  being  no  new 
idea  or  difcovery,  from  Mr.  Fitch's  own  relation  of  the 
fubje6t,  therefore  as  he  has  applied  the  conclufion  to  Mr. 
Kum.fey,  it  is  fair  to  hand  it  over  to  himfeif.  Mr.  Fitch 
itfeems  could  not  comprehend  that  the  difcoveries  m.en- 
tioncd  in  the  General's  letter,  could- allude  to  the  mode 
of  applying  fceam  to  the  purpofcs  of  navigation.  This 
however  is  of  a  piece,  with  the  reft  of  the  falfe  reafoning 
which  fpreads  very  generally  through  Mr.  Fitch's  pam- 
phlet, in  order  if  poffible,  to  evade  the  flubborn  facts  Mr. 
-Rumfey  has  adduced.  Mr.  Fitch,  when  he  finds  him- 
feif .hard  prefTed  in  the  right  of  priority,  fays  fuch  a 
claim  is  entirely  ufelefs,  as  others  '■'■  projecled  it  before 
him,  audif  bare  projeclions  were  fuflicient  to  build  a  claim 
on,  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  are  people  now  in  their 
graves,  whofe  heirs  may,  fet  up  more  early  claims  than 
either  of  us.''  On  the  contrary,  when  it  is  proved  that 
Mr.  Rumfey  has  fccceeded  earliefl  in  this  bufmefs,  he 
then  fays  it  is  shifting  the  ground,  which  fentiment  v^ill 
not  be  flrcnuoufly  oppofed,  as  it  appears  clearly  to  be  the 
true  ground  on  which  the  difpute  will  in  all  probability 
eventually  be  determined  ;  or  laflly,  he  intrenches  himfeif 
behind  what  he  with  great  propriety  calls  ^*  my  laws," 
\vhich  were  obtained,  not  becaufe  he  was  the  firliman  who 
thought  of  ftcam  in  its  application  to  nautical  purpofes, 
nor  becaufe  he  lirll  accompililicd  fo  dciirable  an  object  but 
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r.sbeing  the  Eril  perfon  who  applied  todliTcrcritlecTlilaturc? 
in  order  to  obtain  an  excliifive  right  to  his  own  irmnaiured 
ideas ^  or  an  exchifive  right  to  exercife  the  facnhies  of  the 
human  mind,  as  far  as  they  relate  xo  Ji earn  hoed s ^'wSi^mwcXx 
that  Mr.  Fitch  has  repeatedly  in  converfation  alleged,  that 
if  any  perfon  in  Pennfylvania  iliould  inv^ent  a  fteam  boar, 
npon  diflerent  principles  and  far  fnperior  either  to  his  own 
crMr.  Rnmfey's,  the  inventor  dare  not  produce  it  to  tlie 
pcbiic  \vithont  being  liable  to  the  full  penalties  of  his  lav/  ; 
and  it  is  alleged  that  ihould  even  a  vefiei  owned  and  navi- 
gated by  the  citizens  of  any  of  the  United  States,  or  by 
the  citizens  of  any  foreign  irate,  arrive  at  Philadelphia, 
propelled  by  the  force  of  ueam  however  applied,  fnch 
vefiei  would  be  liable  to  the  penalties  of  his  law.  If  this 
be  really  the  cafe,  the  candid  public  will  determine  hov/ 
far  the  principles  of  this  law  can  be  reconciled  to  the  li- 
berties of  a  free  people,  or  to  that  encouragement  which 
all  enlightened  flates  afford  to  every  ufeful  difcovery  in 
the  arts  and  fciencer. 

In  page  23  of  Mr.  Fitch's  pamphlet,  after  fome  re- 
marks on  the  principles  on  which  exclufive  privileges 
.-^re  founded  in  juiiice  and  policy  ;  he  proceeds  in  an  un- 
candid  manner  to  fiate  the  modes  edabliihed  in  England, 
by  which  an  inventor  may  claim  the  full  benefit  of  what 
he  had  already  invented  ;  and  endeavours  to  give  fo  fpc- 
cious  a  turn  to  the  period,  as  though  a  patent  obtained 
in  England  would  give  a  perfon  the  exclufive  privilege 
to  things  hwenied  or  ^0  he  invented. 

Should  any  one  in  England  m,ake  application  for  an 
exclufive  right  in  a  iream  boat,  he  niuft  of  necemty  lirfi:  file 
of  record  a  plan  or  model  of  the  machinery  by  which  fi-Ze  was 
to  be  propelled,  in  which  alone  he  could  have  an  exclufive 
right  ;  and  fnould  he  afterwards  make  further  improve- 
ments therein,  it  would  be  neceiFary  for  him  to  apply  for 
a  patent  for  thofe  fecond  improvem.ents,  as  has  been  the 
cafe  in  other  inftances  ;  and  ihould  a  perfon  applying  al- 
lege (agreeable  to  Mr.  Fitch's  ideas)  that  although  he 
might  not  be  the  firft  perfon  who  thought  of  fleam  boats, 
neither  had  yet  perfeded  any  thing  elTeclual,  but  that  he 
was  uncertain  v^hether  he  mould  not  try  twenty  different 
modesof  obtaining  fome  one  ufeful  model,  and  that  he  would 
*.herefcre  wiih  an  exclufive  right  in  any  or  ail  of  them 
^jjheninvenied I  and  tiiat  as  a  reward  for  his  being  the  firft 
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perfon  who  bad  applied  thus  to  regiiter  his  thoughts  on 
the  riibjefl,  he  conlidered  that  he  ought  in  juftice  to  be  le- 
p-ailv  invefted  with  the  right  of  invention  to  the  exchiii- 
on  of  all  others ;  the  officer  to  whoni  fuch  an  application 
Ihould  be  made  (if  perfified  in)  would  require  no  other 
mark  of  the  applicant's  infanit)^.  Asa  proof  thatMr.  Fitch's 
ideas  on  the  fubjed  were  not  fo  matured  2ls  to  authorize  him 
la  juflice  to  apply  to  the  legiflatures,  it  is  fufficient  only  to 
add^  that  he  repeatedly  Ihifted  the  machinery  of  his  fteani 
boat,  fmce  he  exhibited  the  model  before  the  Philofophi- 
cal  fociety  in  the  year  1785,  and  that  he  at  length  made 
an  experiment  in  the  river  Delaware,  with  a  boat  moved 
by  paddles  and  cranks,  which,  notwithftanding  his  va- 
rious accounts  of  her  wonderful  performance,  he  has  fmce 
deierted,  as  totally  incompetent  to  any  ufeful  purpofe, 
and  it  is  faid  he  is  now  about  making  an  experiment  v/ith 
another  boat,  wherein  it  has  been  fuggfifted  that  he  de- 
figns  ufiDg  a  boiler  nearly  in  the  form,  and  exadlly  on 
the  principles,  of  the  one  invented  by  Mr.  Rumfey,  but 
ilill  paddles  and  cranks  are  introduced.  Should  this  plan 
not  fucceed,  Mr.  Fitch  fays  in  his  pamphlet,  page  22, 
^^  I  am  nov/  trying  an  experiment,  and  the  machine  is 
^^  nearly  finiihed,  to  propel  a  boat,  not  by  expelling  wf.- 
^^  ter  but  air,  and  I  hope  Mr.  P^unifey  will  allow  that 
^^  this  is  a  mode  peculiar  to  myfelf."  From  this  one 
would  fuppofc,  that  Mr.  Fitch  is  not  content  with  the 
exclufive  privilege  already  obtained  by  a  lav/,  confliituting 
\\im  prince  of  the  power  of  water  or  fleam,  but  is  defirous 
of  being  alfo  created  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  :  and 
when  this  title  is  extinct  in  the  prefent  poiTeiTor,  Mr. 
Fitch  may  ftep  forward  it  is  prefumed  upon  clear  and 
indifputable  grounds,  and  his  right  of  fuccelhon  will 
not  be  difputed  by  Mr.  Rumfey  ;  but  in  the  mean 
time,  Ihould  liis  air  boat  fail,  he  may  at  length  refort  to 
Mr.  Rumfey's  plan  of  a  trunk,  kc.  (in  wdiich  he  will 
meet  with  more  difficulties  than  he  may  expeft,  although 
well  defcribed  by  Mr.  Rumfey  in  his  pamphlet)  for  which 
he  appears  to  be  paving  the  way  by  introducing  Mr. 
Clymer's  certificate  No  13,  which  he  will  fay  was  ori- 
ginally Dr.  Franklin's  plan.  Mr.  Rumfey,  to  whom  Mr. 
Fitch  had  read  the  v/hole  or  part  of  his  pamphlet  previ- 
ous to  its  publication,  conceived  that  it  im.plied  an  accu- 
fation^  that  he  had  taken  his  ideas  from  the  Do(3:or's 
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communication  of  fuch  a  plan  to  ths  philofophical  fo- 
ciety,  to  which  it  is  luppofed  Mr.  Fitch  niuft  allude  in 
page  22  of  his  pamphlet,  where  he  alio  fays  the  thouj^ht 
came  originally  froai  France,  but  by  whom  brought  or 
how  communicated  he  does  not  tell  us  ;  Mr.  Rumfey 
therefore  before  his  departure  for  Europe  (as  I  am  inior- 
med)  waited  on  Dr.  Franklin,  and  mentioned  that  his 
plan  of  a  Steam-boat  was  as  to  htm  an  original  invention, 
and  aflured  him  that  before  he  came  to  this  city,  he  had 
neither  {ten  nor  heard  of  his  communication  to  the 
philofophical  fociety  •:  when  the  Dr.  with  his  ufuai  candour 
and  politenefs  prei'ented  him  with  one  of  his  pamphlets 
Wi'irten  on  this  fubjed. 

Mr.  Fitch's  ailertion  relative  to  the  mode  of  drawing 
water  in  at  the  bottom,  and  pufhing  it  out  at  the  Hern, 
and  his  contending  the  right  of  ufmg  it  ^^  iih  Arthur  Do- 
naldfon,  before  the  alTembly  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1785,  is  altogether  falfe,  as  Mr.  Donaldfon 
was  defirous  that  Mr.  I^'itch  ihouid  only  have  an  exclu- 
five  right  to  his  own  particular  inventionc,  and  not  avail 
himfeif  of  the  privilege  of  ufmg  any  difcovery  or  im- 
provement invented,  or  to  be  invented,  by  others  ;  Mr. 
Fitch  contended  for  the  exclufive  right  of  applying  the 
agency  of  fteam  to  the  purpofes  of  navigation,  in  every 
polfible  mode,  and  alleged,  that  he  did  not  know  but  he 
might  try  twenty  methods  of  eiTefting  this  objeft.  This 
vague  manner  of  application,  if  it  means  any  tbiog,  cer- 
tainly amounts  to  a  defire  to  engrofs  not  only  the  right 
of  inventing,  to  the  exclufion  of  all  others,  but  to  a  claim 
of  property  in  their  inventions.  Notwithllanding,  at  the 
time  Mr.  Donaldfon  and  Mr.  Fitch  were  before  the 
committee  of  aiTembly,  the  latter  appeared  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  a  Steam- boat,  as  laid  dowai  by  Mr. 
Donaldfon,  as  Mr.  Clymer  expreffes  himfeif  in  No.  13, 
page  22,  of  Mr.  Fitch's  pamphlet ;  this  only  proves  what 
other  wife  might  have  been  doubted,  that  Mr.  Fitch 
is  capable  of  underPcanding  the  principles  of  a  thing 
when  communicated  to  him,  which  communication  can  be 
proved  to  have  been  made  him  previous  to  this  period — 
tho'  this  was  long  after  Mr.  Rumfey  had  befroke  fome 
of  his  works  for  his  Steam-boat,  as  will  appear  from  the 
various  certificates  on  this  fubjed. 
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It  may  be  neceiT^ry  now  to  add  that  the  heavy  charg- 
es  of  perjury,  falfliood,  want  of  ir.eniory  or  candour, 
which  are  fo  illiberally  brought  by  Mr.  Fitch,  againil 
the  fairell  characters,  were  made  by  a  man,  who  not  on- 
ly aitem-pted  to  bribe  a  gentleman  of  character  to  fwear 
to  a  faiihood,  but  who  adually  committed  this  heinous 
offence,  in  order  either  to  avail  himfelf  of  Mr. 
Kumfey^s  invention,  or  to  prevent  him  from  deriving 
the  emoluments  due  to  his  ingenuity.  Hov/  Mr.  Fitch 
can  after  this  infiance  of  flagitious  condud,  expect  the 
patronage  of  any  /;(?«€// man,  lam  at  a  lofs  to  determine. 

The  depofitions  and  certificates  v.hich  follow,  will, 
it  is  hoped,  be  fufficient  to  eflabliih  the  principal  fadls 
irated  by  and  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Piumfey,  until  a  compe- 
tent jurifdiftion  fliall  require  a  more  full  and  pointed  flate 
of  the  cafe. 

Whether  Mr.  Rumfey's  or  Mr.  Fitch's  patrons  have 
co:n?mtted  themfehes  too  unrefervedly  to  Jirangers,  tim.e  a- 
\oi\t  will  determine  ;  but  as  Mr.  Rumfey  has  been  hap- 
py enough  to  cultivate  and  polTefs  tlie  friendlhip  and 
cifeem  of  fome  of  the  mod  emjnent  characters  in  the 
United  States,  fo  he  has  exprelled  the  highefl  fenfe  of 
gratitude  for  the  honorable  patronage  afforded  him,  tho' 
a  firangevy  by  a  number  of  refpe(ftabie  characters  in  Phi- 
ladelphia ;  and  I  am  .well  alTured,  he  Vv^ill  fo  conduct  him- 
felf in  the  new  and  untried  fcenes  of  life,  into  which  he 
is  now  about  to  enter,  as  not  to  caufe  a  bluih  in^'the 
countenance  of  one  of  his  friends,  either  in  Europe  or 
America  ;  and  he  will  expeCt  the  patronage  of  thofe 
friends,  no  longer  than  he  Ihall  himfelf  fupport  the  cha- 
racter, not  only  of  an  ingenious ^  but  of  an  HONEST 
MAN. 

JOSEPH  BARNES. 

July  7th,   1788. 


PROOFS,      &c. 

Virginia,  Berkeley  County,  fl'. 

I  Mofes  Hunter,  Clerk  of  the  f aid  County ,  do 
certify,  that  the  folloiving  a  rtificateSy  to  wit, 
No.  I,  Jigned  by  John  Ritchie,  No.  2,Jigned  by 
John  Mark,  and  Jbraha?n  Shepherd,  and  the 
following  depo/itions,  William  AJkew  No.  '^y  ta- 
ken by  John  Kearfley  ;  Charles  Morrow  No.  4, 
taken  by  Cato  Moore  ;  Michael  Entler  No,  5,  taken  by  Johrh 
Kearfley  ;  Conrad Byers,  No.  6,  taken  by  Cato  ^'oore  ;  Jona- 
than Cfborn  No.  y,  taken  by  John  Kearfley  ;  Francis  Hamil- 
ton, No.  8,  taken  by  John  Kearfley.  I  do  certify,  thai  the 
above  named  John  Kearfley  and  Cato  Moore,  gentlemen,  were 
at  that  time,  andjiill  are  jufiices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid 
county,  and  that  all  due  faith  and  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be 
given  to  all  probates  by  themfgned,  as  well  in  j  if!  ice  courts, 
as  thereout. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and  af- 
fixed the  feal  of  the  faid  county,  this  \(^th  day  of  May,  1788. 

MOSES  HUNTi2.R. 

(No.  I.) 
Ajite  Eatum  Iron  Works,  Maryland,  May  i^th,  1787. 
At  the  requell  of  capt.  Charles  Morrow,  I  have  exa- 
mined the  books  of  Richard  Henderfon  and  Co.  refpe^i- 
ing  the  time  when  capt.  James  Runifey  had  fome  iron 
bars  drawn  here,  in  the  lliape,  and  about  the  fize  of  gun- 
fcalps.     I  find  accordingly  that  he  had. 

1786.  Ih. 

January  26th,         2  fcalps   ^veigh.  271-2 

February  ift,  do.         do.  84, 

4th,         6    do.         do.  67, 

At  the  time  Mr.  Rumfey  applied  for  the  above,  I  un- 
derftood  he  wanted  it  for  fonie  of  the  purpofes  of  his  ma- 
chinery. Given  under  my  hand,  the  date  above. 

JOHN  RITCHIE. 

Berkeley   County,  May  \^th,   1788. 

We  do  certify  that  Mr.  John  Ritchie,  Manager  of  the 

Ante  Eatum  iron  works,  in  a  letter  to  us  directed,    fet 

forth  the  very  fame  fads,  whi.h  are  dated  above  on  this 

paper  in  his  hand  writine:,  and  mentioned  to  us  in   hi^ 
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letter,  that  if  necelTity  required  he  would  come  into  this 
coanty  to  acknowledge  the  fame. 
Given  under  our  hands,  date  above. 

JOHN  KEARSLEY. 

CATO  MOORE. 


(No.  2.) 
W  E  the  fnbfcribers,  were  at  capt.  Charles  Morrow's 
houfe  at  the  time  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  James 
Rumfejr,  dated  at  Philadelphia  8th  day  of  May,  1788, 
wherein  he  informed  the  faid  Morrow,  that  Mr.  Fitch 
had  obtained  an  affidavit  from  the  founder  that  caftfome 
large  cocks  for  laid  Rumfey,  fetting  forth  that  they  were 
caft  in  March  1786;  faid  Morrow  then  produced  his 
books,  and  turning  to  Mr.  Rumfey's  account  in  which 
faid  Rumfey  was  charged  with  nine  pounds,  fixteen  Ihil- 
lings,  paid  Mr.  Raborg  for  cocks  the  29th  of  Odlober^ 
1785. 

JOHN  MARK, 
ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD. 

I  certify,  that  the  above  fignersare  men  of  good  fame  5 
that  they  are  perfonally  known  to  me,  and  acknowledged 
their  fignatures  before  me  this  17th  day  of  May,   1788- 

CATO  MOORE. 

(No.  3.) 
Berkeley  County ,  ^. 

THIS  day  William  Afkew,  of  the  county  aforefaid, 
came  before  me  John  Kearlley,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
peace  for  faid  county,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelifts  of  Almighty  God,  that  he  was  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  the  month  of  September  1787,  when  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  Steam-boat  (faid  to  be 
conltruL^ed  by  Mr.  Fitch)  which  boat  was  ihewn  to  this 
deponent  by  a  gentleman,  a  filver-fmith,  a  German,  who 
iaid  he  was  in  connexion  with  Mr.  Fitch  in  the  under- 
taking of  the  boat  aforefaid,  and  was  fo  obliging  as  to  in- 
vite this  deponent  to  fee  the  performance  of  faid  boat  % 
the  external  incumbrance  of  the  boat,  the  weight  of  the 
boiler,  and  the  neceifary  quantity  of  wood,  this  depon- 
ent conceived  would  render  Mr.  Fitch's  boat  of  little 
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utiiity,  as  he  has  endeavoured  to  {et  forth  in  his  depofi- 
tion,  No.  6,  ill  Mr.  Rumfey's  pamphlet.  The  gentle- 
man alluded  to  as  aforeHud,  Mr.  Fitch's  partner,  the  lil- 
ver-fmith  or  watch-maker  in  fecond-itreet,  on  theoppoiite 
fide  of  the  way  from  Mellrs.  Wager  and  Hawbather, 
wine-merchants,  whom  this  deponent  had  a  coniiderable 
difcoLirfe  with,  on  the  fubjeft  of  Mr.  Rumfey's  btcam- 
boat  ;  the  faid  filver-fmith  or  watch-maker  feenied  to  be 
of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Rumfey  had  borrowed  his  knc-w- 
ledge  of  the  Steam-boat  from  faid  Mr.  Fitch  :  chJ:  de- 
ponent then  informed  faid  lilver-fmith,  or  watch-maker, 
partner  to  Mr.  Fitch,  that  he  perfonally  knew  Mr. 
Rumfey  had  been  about  three  years  before  that  time  at 
work  at  faid  Steam-boat,  and  that  he  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  perfeft  faid  bo^at  fmce  that  period,  under  a 
variety  of  difficulties,  for  the  want  of  mechanics,  re- 
fources,  kc.  This  deponent  further  faith,  that  he  was 
again  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  January  and  Februa- 
ry laft  paft,  and  that  he  then  told  the  faid  filver-fmith  or 
watch-maker,  that  the  boiler  in  faid  Fitch's  boat  was 
of  fuch  weight,  and  would  require  fo  much  wood  to  boil 
the  fame,  that  of  courfe  it  would  be  of  little  or  no  ufe. 
This  deponent  drew  the  model  of  Mr.  Rumfey^s  pipe- 
boiler,  and  explained  the  manner  of  its  working,  and  ad- 
vifed  them  to  adopt  a  fmiilar  mode  of  making  iteam,  and 
lay  afide  the  mode  of  making  fleam  in  their  way,  which 
form  faid  filver-fmith  or  watch-maker  feemed  to  be  an 
entire  flranger  to.  After  a  day  or  two  fpent,  and  often 
talking  on  the  fubje<^t  of  lieam,  the  filver-fmith  aforefaid 
endeavoured  to  convince  this  deponent,  that  a  pipe-boiler 
could  never  be  of  any  ufe,  and  argued  the  impofllbility 
of  its  anfwering  the  leafb  good  purpofe  ;  this  deponent 
as'flriflly  urged  the  pra6llcability  of  the  advantages  of  the- 
pipe-boiler,  and  faid  their  boat  in  his  opinion  would  be 
more  perfed:  if  they  would  adopt  Pvlr.  Rumfey's  new  in- 
vented mode  of  making  fteam,  which  mode  the  faid  fil- 
ver-fmith or  watch  maker  reprobated,  and  faid  it  would 
not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  and  fhewed  this  deponent  ieve- 
ral  modes  of  making  fleam,  as  pra^lifcd  in  Europe,  and 
faid  they  were  preferable  to  the  pipe-boiler.  And  fur- 
ther this  depanent  faith  not. 

This  15th  day  of  May,  1788;  William  Alkew,  the 
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above  deponent,  came  before  me  and  made  oath  accor- 
ding to  law,  that  the  above  depolition  is  juii  and  true, 
according  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

JOHN  KEARSLEY. 

(No.  4.) 
Berkeley  County  j  fT. 

THIS  day  came  Charles  Morrow  before  me,  Cato 
MoorC;  one  rf  ^he  juftices  of  the  peace  for  faid  county, 
and  made  oatii,  that  to  the  beft  of  his  memory,  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Barnes  retuined  from  Baltimore,  early  in  the  month 
of  Oclober  1785,  where  he  had  been  fent  by  Mr.  Rum- 
fey  to  get  fome  parts  of  the  machinery  caft  for  his  Steam- 
boat, that  the  '\ad  Barnes  on  his  return,  told  this  depo- 
nent that  he  had  got  four  large  cocks  caft,  that  he  had 
been  difappointed  in  procuring  money  that  he  expefted 
to  recei\'e  in  Baltimore,  had  therefore  left  the  cocks 
with  Mr.  Raborg  (the  gentleman  who  had  got  the 
founder  to  cait  them)  that  they  fliould  be  fent  for  the 
iirft  opportunity,  that  he  imagined  they  would  coft  fome- 
where  about  ten  pounds  ;  and  this  deponent  further  faith, 
that  fhorily  after  Mr.  John  Thornbury  was  going  to 
Baltimore  with  his  waggon,  that  this  deponent  wrote 
to  Mr.  Raborg  (Mr.  Barnes  being  abfent)  either  in  his 
own,or  in  Mr.  Barnes'  name  (he  is  not  certain  which)  for 
the  cocks,  and  fent  the  money  by  faid  Thornbury  ;  and  this 
deponent  further  faith,  that  upon  examining  his  books, 
he  finds  Mr.  Rumfey  charged  the  29th  Oclober  1785, 
with  ^9  16  o,  paid  Mr.  Raborg  for  cocks,  which  entry 
this  deponent  is  perfuaded  muft  have  been  after  the  faid' 
Thornbury  returned  with  the  cocks,  as  the  fum  they 
coft  could  not  have  been  afcertained  until  then;  and  fur- 
ther this  deponent  faith  not. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  i6th  of  May,  1788. 

CATO  MOORE. 

Thcfe  are  to  certify  that  the  within  named  capt. 
Charles  Morrow,  has  lived  in  Shepherd's  Town  many 
years,  great  part  of  his  time  has  been  fpent  as  a  mer- 
chant, and  has  ferved  in  offices  pertaining  to  the  public. 
We  believe,  in  every  one  of  his  employments  (and  as  a 
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citizen)  he  has  diftinguiihed  himfelf  as  a  gentleman  of 
ftricl  honor  and  veracity.  Given  under  our  hands  this 
17th  day  of  May  1788. 

THOM\S  WHITE.  JOHN  KEYES, 

JOHN  MARK,  ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD, 

GATO  MOORE,  WILLIAM  SPALDLNG, 

JOHN  KEARSLEY,  CORNELIUS  WYNKOOP, 

SMITH  SLAUGHTER,  WILLIAM  MORGAN, 

HENRY  BEDINGER,  ADAM  STEPHEN, 

DANIEL  BEDINGER,  HORATIO  GATES, 

FRANCIS  HAMILTON,  MOSES  HUNTER. 

I  certify  that  the  above  figners  are  perfonally  known 
to  me,  are  men  of  good  fame,  and  acknowledged  their 
(ignatures  before  me  this  17th  of  May,  1788. 

CATO  MOORE. 


(No.  5.) 

Berkeley  County,  fT. 

THIS  day  came  Michael  Entler  before  me  yohn 
Kearfley,  one  of  the  jullices  of  the  peace  for  faid  county, 
and  made  oath,  that  as  well  as  he  remembers,  about  the 
beginning  of  February  1786,  he  and  Jonathan  Olborn 
began  to  weld  fome  pipes  for  Mr.  James  Rumfey  ;  the 
pipes  were  about  the  fize  of  gun-barr.  Is,  and  he  well  re- 
members, that  at  the  time  the  laft  fix  fcalps  were  brou^lit 
to  him  from  the  forge,  that  he  and  faid  Olborn, 
were  at  work  at  the  firfl  bought  fcalps  ;  that,  af- 
ter they  were  welded,  he  and  faid  Oiborn  cut  the 
male  fcrew  on  one  end,  and  a  female  fcrew  on  the  other 
end  of  each  barrel,  in  order  that  they  might  be  all  fcrew- 
ed  together,  that  after  they  were  fo  far  finifhed,  they  lay 
in  my  Ihop  fix  months,  or  perhaps  longer  ;  after  which, 
Mr.  Jofeph  Barnes  came  to  me,  and  told  me  he  wanted 
them  put  together  ;  faid  Barnes  then  prepared  a  block, 
and  aihrted  me  to  fcrew  them  together  and  bend  them, 
they  were  bended  nearly  in  the  Thape  of  a  worm  of  a 
ftill,  with  this  difference,  that  the  rounds  were  placed  fo 
clofe,  as  nearly  to  touch  each  other  ;  and  this  deponent 
further  faith,  that  he  underftood  that  the  above  pipes 
were  for  the  ufe  of  the  Steam-boat,  and  further  this  de- 
ponent faith  not. 

Sworn  before  me  May  i6th.  1788. 

JOHN  KEARSLEY. 
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We  the  fubfcribers  have  been  long  a^qurtinted  with 
the  above  named  Michael  Eiitier,  and  have  found  him  a 
worthy,  honeft.  ibber  man,  and  a  man  of  truth. 

THOMAS  W^HITE,  ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD, 

JOHN  MARK,  THOMAS  SHEPHERD, 

HENRY    BEDINGER,  JOHN  KEYES, 

CORNELIUS  WYNKOOP,  JOHN  MORROW, 

VvTLLIAM  SPALDING,  CATO  MOORE. 

Vv^ILLIAPvI  MORGAN, 

I  certify  that  thefe  ligners  acknowledged  their  figna- 
tures  before  me,  this  i7th  of  May,  1*788. 

CATO  MOORE. 

^  (No.  6.) 
Berkeley  County,  ff. 

THIS  day  came  Conrad  Byers  before  me  Cato  Moore, 
one  of  the  julhces  of  the  peace  for  this  county,  and  made 
oath,  that  about  the  latter  end  of  Oftober  or  beginning 
of  November,  one  thonfand  feven  hundred  and  eighty 
five,  Mr.  James  Rumfey  or  Jofeph  Barnes,  brought  to 
my  ihop,  two  large  brafs  or  copper  cocks,  and  reqaefled 
that  handles  might  be  made  for  them,  v^'hich  the  faid 
Byers,  being  affifled  by  Philip  Strider,  did  make  ;  they 
alfo  made  two  fprings  which  the  deponent  underftood 
was  for  the  opening  and  fiiutting  the  fame  ;  and  this  de- 
ponent further  faith,  that  toward  the  latter  end  of  No- 
vember aforefaid,  he  made  (being  aliifted  by  faid  Philip 
Strider)  two  piftons  of  about  thirteen  inches  diameter,  to 
which  he  brazed  Flanches,  about  one  and  a  half  inch 
broad  ;  and  this  deponent  further  faith,  that  he  made 
fundry  other  things,  which  he  underftood  were  all  of 
them  parts  of  the  machinery  for  Mr.  Rumfey's  Steam- 
boat. 

Sworn  before  me  this  i6th  of  May,  1788. 

CATO  MOORE. 

We  the  fubfcribers  have  been  long  acquainted  with 
the  above  mentioned  Conrad  Byers,  and  certify  that  he 
has  fupported  the  character  of  a  worthy,  honeft  man,  and 
a  man  of  truth. 

THOMAS  WHITE,  THOMAS  SHEPHERD, 

JOHN  MARK,  JOHN  KEYES, 

HENRY  BEDINGER,  JOHN  MORROW, 

CORNELIUS  WYNKOOP,  JOHN  KEARSLEY, 

WILLIAM  MORGAN,  WILLIAM  SPALDING. 

APRAHAM  6HEPHERD, 
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I  certify  that  thefe  figners  are  perfonally  known  to 
me  ;  that  they  are  men  of  good  fame,  and  acknovvledced 
their  fignatures  befare  me  this  17  th  of  May,    1788. 

CATO  MOORE. 


(No.  7.) 
Berkeley  Couj^ty^  IT. 
THIS  Day  came  Jonathan  Ofborn  before  me  John 
ICearlley,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  faid  coun- 
ty, and  made  oath,  that  as  well  as  he  remembers,  about 
the  firft  day  of  February,  feventeen  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty fix,  this  deponent  and  Michael  Entier  began  to  weld 
fome  pipes,  for  Mr.  James  Rumfey,  they  were  about 
the  fize  of  gun-barrels,  and  this  deponent  well  remem- 
bers thcit  at  the  tiine  the  laft  fix  fcalps  were  brought  to 
them,  from  Ante  Eatum  Forge,  they  were  at  work  at  the 
fcalps  that  w^as  lirPc  brought  to  them  ;  that  after  they 
were  welded  they  cut  a  male  fcrew  on  the  one  end,  and 
a  female  fcrew  on  the  other  end  of  each  pipe,  as  they 
were  all  to  be  fcrewed  together  :  that  after  this  was  done 
they  were  left  in  faid  Michael  Entler's  ihop  fix  months 
or  upwards  ;  that  after  this  Mr.  Jofeph  Barnes  and  faid 
Entier  put  them  together  and  bended  them  round  a  block 
in  Ihape  refembiing  the  worm  of  a  Hill  ;  this  deponent 
nnderltood  that  thefe  pipes  were  forforre  of  thepurpofes 
of  faid  Mr.  Rumfey's  boat  machine,  and  further  this  de- 
nent  faith  not. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  i6th  day  of  May  1788. 

JOHN  KEArSLEY. 

We  the  fubfcribers  have  been  long  acquainted  with 
the  above  named  Jonathan  Ofborn,  and  certify  that  he 
fupports  the  charatfter  of  an  honefl  man. 

JOHN  MORROW,  CAVO  MOORE. 

THOMAS  WHITE,  WILLIAM  MORGAN, 

JOHN  MARK.  ARRA^AVr  SHEPHERD, 

HENRY  BEDINGER,  THOMAS  SHEPHERD, 

CORNELIUS  WYNKOOP,  JUHN  KEYES. 

WILLIAM  SPALDING, 

I  certify  that  the  above  figning  was  acknowledged  be- 
fore me  this  I7th  dav  of  May  I788. 

CATO  MOORE. 


[     8     ] 

(No.  8.) 
Berkeley  County,  IT. 
THIS  day  came  Francis  Hamilton  before  me,  John 
Kearlley,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  faid  county, 
and  made  oath,  that  as  by  a  review  of  his  the  faid  Fran- 
cises day-book  it  appears,  that  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-iive,  Mr.  Jofeph  Barnes  and  James  M*Me- 
chen  brought  down  the  river  Potowmac,  to  the  Shannan- 
doah  Falls,  a  boat  of  about  fix  tons  burthen,  with  a  va- 
riety of  machinery  on  board,  amongfl  which  were  two 
cylinders  of  copper,  about  thirteen  inches  diameter,  and 
near  three  feet  long,  a  copper  boiler,  four  large  brafs  or 
copper  cocks,  pumps,  &c.  where  the  faid  Barnes  and 
M'Mechen,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  James  Rumfey, 
continued  adapting  and  fuitably  fixing  faid  machine  to 
faid  boat,  until  the  feventh  of  January  1786,  when  the 
ice  driving  in  the  river  obliged  them  to  defift  proceeding 
further  for  that  feafon,  and  they  accordingly  that  famxC 
day  drew  the  boat  in  the  mouth  of  the  run,  took  off  the 
machinery,  and  laid  it  in  my  cellar  for  and  duri-ng  the 
winter :  Further,  that  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March  a 
trial  was  made  of  the  fame,  with  fome  alteration  in  the 
machinery  ;  that  fiie  moved  againft  the  current  fome  dif- 
tance,  though  not  to  much  fatisfaction,  owing  to  the  im- 
perfection of  the  machinery.  Furthermore,  that  faid 
Barnes  and  M'Mechen  were  on  board,  likewife  captain 
Charles  Morrow,  and  I  myfelf  fleered — and  further  faith 
not.     Sworn  to  before  me  May  fevcnteenth,  1788. 

JOHN  KEARSLEY. 
We  the  fubfcribers  have  been  long  acquainted   with 
the  above  named  Francis  Hamilton,  and  have  ever  found 
him  a  gentleman  of  flrid  honor  and  veracity. 
THOMAS  WHITE,  DANIEL  BEDINGER, 

JOHN  KEYES,  HENRY  BEDINGER, 

ABRAHAM  SHEPHERD,  CORNELIUS  WYNKOOP, 

CATO  MOORE,  ]OHN  MORROW, 

SMITH  SLAUGHTER,  WILLIAM  MORGAN.   ^ 

JOHN  MARK, 
May   19th  I788. 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Francis  Hamilton 
twenty  fix  years,  and  found  him  a  perfon  of  veracity  and 
refpedablc  character, 

ADAM  STEPHEN. 
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I  believe  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be  a  gentleman  of  integrity 
and  charafler. 

HORATIO  GATES. 
I  am  of  the  fame  opinion, 

MOSES  HUNTER. 
I  certify  that  the  above  figners  are  perfonally  known 
to  me,  that  they  are  men  of  good  fame,  and  acknowledged 
their  fignatures  before  me  this  i-yth  day  of  Mav  1788. 

CATO  MOORE. 


(No.  9.) 
I  DO  hereby  certify,  that  in  November  1784,  being 
at  Richmond,  attending  the  aflembly  as  a  repi  efentati ve 
from  the  county  of  Berkeley,  I  was  in  company  v/ith  Mr. 
James  Rumfey,  he  being  an  acquaintance,  and  from  the 
fame  county,  and  that  he  then  informed  me  (as  I  under- 
flood,  in  confidence)  that  he  intended  to  confcruft  a  boat 
which  was  to  be  wrought  altogether  by  fleam  ;  that  lie 
had  tried  the  principles,  fome  of  which  he  mentioned, 
but  I  cannot  afcertain  the  particulars  ;  upon  the  whole 
of  our  converfation,  I  underflood  from  him  at  that  time, 
that  his  principal  dependance,  in  the  operation  of  his 
boat,  was  upon  fteam.  Given  under  my  hand  in  Berke- 
ley county,  this  19th  day  of  May,  1788. 

MOSES  HUNTER. 
Witneifes  prefent  at  figning, 

JOHN  MORROW, 

ABEL  WESTFALL. 


(No.  10.) 
THIS  day  came  before  me,  Jacob  Young,  juflice  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  this  county  of  Frederick,  and  ihte 
of  Maryland,  Elizabeth  Zimmer,  and  being  duly  quali- 
fied on  the  holy  Evangplifts  of  Almighty  God,  decldi-rd 
and  faid,  that  one  week  before  the  twenty  tliird  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  [e\cn  hun- 
dred and  eighty  five,  Mr.  James  Rumfey  engaged  my 
hufband  to  make  a  quantity  of  copper  work,  among  which 
was  two  round  copper  things  of  about  three  feet  long 
and  better,  and  one  foot  wide  and  may  be  better,  all 
which  parcel  of  work  was  finifiied  before  Chriilmas  of  the 
fame  year,  and  taken  away.  This  deponent  alfo  well 
remembers  of  a  certain  John  Peter,  an  artificer  in  tin 
■      *^      C 
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work,  t(5  have  be^n  engaged  to  do  fome  tin  work,  relative 
to  the  fame  machine,  at  the  fame  time,  and  which  was 
like  wife  finiilied  before  Chriflmas  of  the  fame  year. 
This  deponent  likewife  remembers  to  have  feen  three  or 
four  large  cocks  of  metal,  the  fame  as  ftill  cocks,  fixed  to 
the  fame  machine  before  it  was  taken  away,  and  further 
this  deponent  underitood,  that  the  machine  was  to  drive 
a  boat,  and  that  the  round  things  was  to  raife  water  •;, 
this  deponent  likewife  remembers  of  a  certain  gentleman 
of  a  certain  fpare  thin  complexion,  and  black  hair,  fome 
time  in  April  laft,  of  this  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty  eight,  alked  her  relative  to  the  above  fub- 
jeft,  to  which  I  anfwered  in  manner  as  herein  recited, 
and  further  faith  nor.      Sworn  before 

May  the  i6th  1788.  JACOB  YOUNG. 

I  certify  being  prefent  when  the  above  depofition  was 
taken.  ThoMas  price 

Maryland,  Frederick  County ,  to  -wit.  I  do  hereby  certify ^ 
that  Jacob  Young,  gentleman,  before  'whom  the  within  de- 
pofition -was  made,  and  who  hath  thereunto  fubfcribed  his 
name,  was  at  the  time  thereof  one  of  the  jujlices  of  Fred- 
erick County  Court,    duly  authorifed  and  qualified,  ^c. 

In  teftimony,   whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fub- 
fcribed my  name,  and  affixed  the  public  fieal  of 
Frederick  County  Court,  the  16th  day   of  May, 
1788. 

WILLIAM  RITCHIE  Clk. 


(No.   11,) 
State  of  Maryland,   Baltimore  County,  ff. 

On  the  9th  day  of  June  1788,  came  Chriftopher 
Pvaborg,  of  Baltimore  town,  copper  fmith,  before  me 
the  fubfcriber,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  aforefaid,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts 
of  Almighty  God,  that  when  he  gave  his  certificate  to 
Mr.  John  Fitch,  on  the  26th  of  April  laft  paft,  that  he 
the  faid  Chriftopher  had  got  four  brafs  cocks  made  by 
Mr.  Charles  Weir  and  Co.  in  the  fall  1785,  but  not  hav- 
ing made  any  charge  thereof,  to  afcertain  the  time  ex- 
aftly,  could  not  be  more  particular,  but  that  he,  the  faid 
deponent,  hath  fince  been  able  toafcertain  the  time  when 
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the  faid  four  cocks  were  made^  for  Mr.  James  numrcv^ 
by  order  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Barnes,  and  doth  fwear  and  de- 
clare, that  the  faid  four  brafs  cocks  were  made  fome 
time  in  the  months  of  September  or  Oviilober,  of  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  i'even  hundred  and  eighty 
five;  and  it  hath  fmce  appeared  to  this  deponent,  that 
the  faid  four  brafs  cocks  were  for  the  u[e  of  Mr.  Rnin- 
fey,  to  be  employed  in  his  fteam  boat— and  further  thfs 
deponent  faith  not. 

Sworn  to  before  me        George  Gouldth.  Pref^ury. 

Baltimore  County,  to  wit. 

/  do  hereby  certify  io  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  con- 
cern y  that  George  Gouldth.  Pre  [bury  ^  gentleman  y  before 
whom  the  within  depofition  was  taken,  and  who  hath  thereto 
fuhfcribed  his  name,  was  at  the  time  of  the  taking  and  fign- 
hig  thereof  and  ftill  is  one  of  the  jiifiices  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  cQimty  aforefaid,  and  to  all  certificates  by  hhn 
given  as  fuch,  due  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  ^iven, 
£is  well  in  courts  of  juflice  as  thereout. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have  hereto  fei  my 
hand,    and  affixed  the  feal  of  my   office,    thi 
tenth  day  of  June,   in  the  year  of  our  Lord  fe 
venteen  hundred  and  eighty  eight. 

WILLIAM  GIBSON. 
Clerk,  Baltimore  Comity. 


(Nx).     12.) 

State  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  County,  if. 
On  this  ninth  day  of  June  17 88,  came  Charles  Weir 
of  Baltimore  Town,  founder,  before  me,  the  fubfcriber, 
one  of  the  jufdces  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforefaid, 
and  made  oath,  on  the  holy  evangelifts  of  Almighty  God, 
that  when  he  gave  his  certificate  on  the  twenty  fixth 
day  of  April  laft  paft,  of  having  made  four  brafs  cocks,  to 
Mr.  John  Fitch,  he  could  not  then  recollect  tjie  exa<i'.: 
time  when  ;  but  that  he,  tliis  deponent,  by  means  of  a 
receipt  for  money  paid  by  him,  v*/hich  hehasfince  found, 
can  declare  the  time  with  precifion,  and  doth  pofitive  • 
ly  make  oath  as  aforefaid,  that  he  made  the  laid  four 
brafs  cocks  by  the  direction  of,  and  for  Mr.  Chriflophcr 
Raborg  (for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  Pi-umfey's  Steam-boat  as  he 
has  fmce    learnt)  and  delivered    the  faid  four  cocks  to 
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faid  Chriftopher  Raborg,  on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day 
of  Oclober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  eighty  live,  and  this  deponent  further 
jaith,  the  money  mentioned  to  be  received  in  the  receipt 
above  alluded  to,  and  dated  the  feventeenth  day  of  0<5i:o- 
ber,  feventeen  hundred  and  eighty  five,  was  money  re- 
ceived by  this  deponent,  of  the  faid  Chriilopher  Raborg, 
for  the  faid  four  brafs  cocks,  and  further  this  deponent 
faith  not. 

Sworn  before  rce 

GEORGE  GOULDTH.  PRESBURY. 
Baltimore  County,  to  wit. 
/  hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that 
George  GouW^  Preftury,  gentleman,  before  whom  the  with- 
in depofitton  was  taken,  and  who  hath  thereto  fuhfcrihed  his 
name,  was  at  the  time   of  taking,   and  fgning  thereof,  and 
ftill  is  one  of  the  jv.fiices  of  the  -peace,  in,  and  for  the  coun- 
ty aforefaid,   and  to  all  certificates  by  him  given  as  fuch, 
due  faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given,    as    well  in 
courts  of  jufiice  as  thereout. 

In  tejVimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  7ny 
hand,    and  affixed  the  feal  of  my    office,  this 
tenth    day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
feventeen  hundred,  and  eighty  eight, 
WILLIAM  GIBSON, 

Clerk y  Baltimore  County. 

(No.  13.) 
^tate  of  Maty  land  Baltimore  County,  ff. 
ON  this  loth  day  of  June,  1788,  came  Ifaac  Curften, 
of  Baltimore  town,  founder,  before  me,  the  fubfcriber, 
one  of  the  jufcices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforefaicl, 
and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts  of  Almighty  God, 
that  the  certificate  this  deponent  gave  mr.  John  Fitch, 
refpe^ting  four  brafs  cocks  made  '29th  March,  1786, 
by  the  deponent  and  co.  for  Chriftopher  Raborg,  could 
not  be  the  cocks  alluded  to,  for,  on  further  examination  of 
rny  books,  I  find  the  price  charged  does  not  agree  with 
the  amount  afcertained  of  the  cocks  made  for  Chriflopher 
Raborg  at  the  time  he  was  employed  by  mr.  Joieph 
Barnes,  neither  does  the  time;  for  I  am  now  fatisfied, 
and  do  pofitively  declare^  and  make  oath  as  above,  that 
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the  cocks  were  made  fome  time  at  or  about  the  14th  of 
Odober  1785,  that  was  for  the  life  of  mr.  Jofeph  Barnes, 
as  we  then  thought,  but  have  fmce  learned  it  was  for  the 
ufe  of  mr.  James  Pvumfey's  fteam-boat,  and  from  every 
circumftance  I  find  they  have  never  been  charged  or 
booked,  as  it  appears  the  cafh  was  received  at  the  deh- 
very  of  faid  cocks,  and  further  this  deponent  faith  not. 
GEO.  GOULD.  PRESBURY. 

Baltimore  County,  to  wit. 
/  hereby  certify  to  all  -whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that 
George  GotildHh.  Prefiury,  gentleman,  before  ivhom  theivith- 
in  depoftion  was  taken,  and  who  hath  thereto  fubfcribed  his 
name,  was  at  the  time  of  the  taking  and  jigning  thereof,  and 
fail  is  one  of  the  jujiices  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  countv 
aforefaid,  and  to  all  certificates  by  him  given  as  fuch,  due 
faith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  he  given,  as  well  in  courts  of 
juftice,  as  thereout. 

In  teflimony  whereof  I  have  hereto  fet  my 

hand,  and  affixed  the  feal  of  -my  office,    this 

tenth    day  of  June,  in    the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thoufand,  [even  hundred,  and  eighty  eight. 

WILLIAM  GIBSON, 

Clerk,  Baliimore  County. 

(No.  14.) 
Berkeley  County,  Jf. 
I  DO  hereby  certify  that  having  an  occafion  of  board- 
ing with  Mr.  James  Rumfey  in  the  month  of  January 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-live,  where  amongft  many  of  his  curious  experi- 
ments, one  I  remember  very  particularly,  which  was,  he 
caufed  to  be  made  a  hollow  fquare  tube  (made  of  pine 
boards)  about  eight  feet  long,  and  about  one  inch  and  a 
half  diameter  in  the  cavity  of  the  tube,  v.hich  he  fuf- 
pended  upon  ^xii^  cords,  and  having  a  common  gim- 
let hole  bored,  at  the  end  of  faid  tube  and  on  the  one 
fide  of  the  fam.e,  and  hanging  fome  weights  over  a  £inall 
pully  by  a  thread  tied  to  the  end  of  faid  tube,  whereupon 
pouring  water  by  hand  into  faid  tube,  it  drew  up  a  cer- 
tain weight ;  which  being  repeatedly  tryed,  1  afked  Mr. 
Rumfey  v/hat  be  meant  or  intended  by  this  experiment. 
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to  which  he  made  anfwer,  that  by  that  principle  he  would 
make  the  boat  go,  and  after  fome  fmall  matter  of  con- 
verfation,  he  took  his  pen  and  ink,  and  retired  to  make 
his  calculations  as  was  his  cuflom  after  experiments  made, 
many  of  which  he  made  during  the  winter  ;  in  teftimo- 
ny  of  which  I  have  hereunto  iet  my  hand  this  19th  day 
of  May  I788. 

NICHOLAS  ONICK. 
We  the   fubfcribers  to  thefe  prefents,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify, that  we  have  been  long  acquainted  with  the  within 
mentioned  Nicholas  Onick,  and  have  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  ftricl  honour  and  integrity. 

ADAM  STEPHEN,  JOHN  MORROW,  ^ 

HORATIO  GATES,  JOHN  MARK, 

MOSES  HUNTER,  JOHN  COOK, 

GEORGE  ROOTES,  JDAVID  GRAY, 

PHILIP  PENDLETON,  CORNELIUS  WYNKOaP. 

Berkeley  County y   Jf. 

We  do  certify  that  we  received  a  letter  from  Ni- 
cholas Onick,  faying  that  he  drev/  the  within  certificate 
himfelf,  and  that  if  called  on  he  would  m.ake  oath  to  the 
fame.     Given  under  our  hands  this  19th  of  May  1788' 

CATO  MOORE, 
JOHN  KEARSLEY, 


(No.  15.) 
I  DO  certify  that  Mr.  James  Rumfey  of  Berkeley  Coun- 
ty, Virginia,  m  ac  onverfation  I  had  with  him  at  the  Warm 
Springs  in  the  latter  end  of  July,  or  begining  of  AuguO: 
1783,  told  me  that  he  intended  to  con(lru<lit  a  boat  to  go 
by  the  power  of  fteam,  and  pointed  out  the  great  expen- 
ces  it  would  fave  in  water-carriage. 

JOHN  WILSON. 
Philadelphia,  July  4th,  1788. 

(No.  16.) 
I  DO  certify  that  John  Wilfon  of  Philadelphia  on  his 
return  from  the  warm  fprings  in  the  fummer  1783,  told 
me  that  Mr.  James  Rumfey  was  about  to  conflrucl  a  boat 
that  would  go  by  ftrength  of  fire  and  fleam,  which  the 
faid  Rumfey  intended  to  have  compleated  foon. 

JULIANIA  STEWART. 
Philadelphia,  July  4th,   1788. 
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(No.  17.) 
THIS  is  to  certify,  that  at  the  time  I  gave  my  cerCifi- 
catetoMr.  John  Fitch,  in  April  laft  pad,  refpe<^ting  hav- 
ing made  four  brafs  cocks,  as  per  my  certificate  in  Mr. 
Fitch's  Pamphlet  No.  22,  and  page  28  ;  that  the  faid 
Fitch  then  urged  me  to  prove  what  I  had  therein  certi- 
fied, I  told  faid  Fitch  tha:  I  was  not  then  pofitive  of  the 
time  they  were  made,  th^efore  could  not  prove  it. 
Said  Fitch  periifred  in  foliciting  of  me,  and  faid  he  would 
give  me  any  thing  I  would  alk,  only  to  prove  it,  and  I 
ihould  be  handfomely  rev/arded  ;  but  I  pofitively  refu- 
fed.  And  further,  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Fitch  called  on 
me  on  his  way  to  Annapolis  in  May  or  June  laft,  that  I 
then  fhewed  him  a  receipt  I  had  found  fmce  he  had  my 
certificate,  that  enabled  me  to  be  pofitive  as  to  the 
time  faid  cocks  were  made,  and  he  faid  he  was  very  for- 
ry  for  it,  that  they  would  make  a  handle  of  it,  and  aiked 
if  they  had  called  on  me  refpeding  it,  I  told  him  not. 

CHARLES   WEIR. 
This  certificate  was   voluntarily 
fubfcribed,  and  acknowledged 
in  our  prefence  ;   this  fourth 
day  of  July,  1788. 
her 
ALICE    X     WEIR 

mark 
JOHN  LINOILD. 
Baltimore  J  July  4,  1788. 

(No.  18.) 

I  CERTIFY,  that  Mr.  Fitch  came  to  our  fliop  to 
get  John  Frymiller,  an  apprentice  of  Mr.  Raborg's,  to 
fwear  about  fomething  concerning  2.  Jleam-boat  that  Mr. 
Rumfey  ereded,  for  which  he  gave  him,  to  the  beft  of 
my  knowledge,  half  a  dollar,  and  treated  him  well,  as  the 
faid  Frymiller  faid ;  and  after  he  had  been  gone  the  beft 
part  of  the  afternoon,  he  returned  to  the  ihop  again, 
when  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  fomewhat  in  liquor,  and 
faid  he  would  n: :  care  to  fwear  in  the  fame  manner  ofc-> 
ener,  if  he  couM  be  always  fo  treated. 

C^IRISTOPHER  BRUDENHART. 

Baltimore,  July  4,  1788. 
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(No.  19.) 
I  ALSO  recollecl  well  of  John  Frymiller  being  grog- 
^3^^  when  he  returned  from  the  magiftrate  in  the  even- 
incr,  where  he  had  been  to  fvvear  for  Mr.  Fitch,  as  per 
hi°  pamphlet  No.  19,  page  26.  Given  under  my  hand, 
this  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thonfand  feven  hundred  and 
ei2:ht\^- eight. 

CHRISTOPHER  RABORG. 
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